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Vintners. The plate chests of several boroughs, and
of the colleges at the older universities, hold other
examples, and illustrations of typical and valuable
examples will be found in the books included in the
bibliographical chapter.
Contemporary with the foregoing, at least from
about the beginning or early middle of the seventeenth
century and on, there came into fashion a " squatJ*
piece known as the Trencher Salt. It had a simple sump
set in a base and was often only an inch or so high and
from 2j in, to 4 in, across. It was usually round at
first, but about Queen Anne's time the shape began
to be made rectangular and octagonal, and more rarely
still triangular. It was used at the same tables as the
standing patterns, and was a centre salt in the sense
that guests within reach dipped from it. It was the
forerunner of the handier size which came to be used
at the corners or edge of the table, and were passed
round from hand to hand. That custom of serving
salt dates from about the time of George the Second.
The several members of a combination salt should
be similarly marked, but a difference does not neces-
sarily prove that the cover or some loose detail is not
the original addition to the principal piece. Mr,
Charles Welch, in his " History of the Cutlers* Company
of London/' records a typical instance in 1467 of a
sum of money being spent " for makyng of a coueryng
to a cuppe and for amelyng gravyng and settyng in
of a name in the same Cupp." Such an addition was
perfectly legitimate, and the presence of two sets of
marks, struck at different dates, may add considerably
to the interest in a specimen and perchance something
to its value.